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interfere in the election of their prelates, nor to try them in secular
courts.  The Sicilian monarchy had lost a part of its powers.

Frederick made it his first task to recover rights and lands lost during
his absence, and in this he had occasion to besiege and banish his
unsuccessful deputy Rainald of Spoleto. In 1233 he followed up his
reconquest by subduing and harshly punishing Messina, Syracuse, and
other island towns. But he engaged also in a larger design. He was not
only king but Caesar, and he determined like Justinian and Theodoric
to promulgate a new body of law, to reform his distracted kingdom. The
former laws, "rusty from disuse," were to be fused with his own into a
new code, and to form a complete system of law and government. The
work, completed in two months, was entitled Liber or Lecc Augustalis &&&.
promulgated at Melfi in a solemn consistory. It became law on 1 September1
1231, and was immediately translated into Greek, still a living language
in Sicily. One of the chief compilers was Giacomo, Archbishop of Capua,
in spite of Gregory IX's prohibition of making laws destitutivas salutis et
institutivas enormium scandalorum; but the greatest merit belongs to
Peter della Vigna. The work consisted of 217 constitutions grouped in three
books, (I) of public law, (II) of procedure, and (III) of feudal and private
law, and of punishments. Later, 61 constltutiones novellae were from time
to time added; thus in 1234< was issued De corrigendis et compescendis
eoccessibus offidalmm, establishing annual provincial curiae or parliaments
to review the conduct of magistrates. The whole formed the first medieval
code clearly inspired by the principles of Roman jurisprudence replacing
customary and feudal law, and is a monument of the civilisation of Sicily.
Even admitting its absolutism and its Draconian penalties, the enlightened
spirit of its prornulgator, far in advance of his century, is attested by the
intention to prevent rather than punish crime; the guarantees for
personal liberty, and encroachments on serfdom; the monopoly of
criminal jurisdiction for the Crown; the protection of the vassal against
the baron and of the weak against the strong; the organisation of
magistracies and offices; the abolition of the ordeal and rights of wreck;
the protection of foreigners; and the admission of female inheritance.
The administrative system preludes the civilised monarchy of modern
times; the king and his councillors ruled the state through efficient local
officials. The work of Roger II2 was completed by his grandson in this
land compact of diverse, jarring elements, which were combined and
dominated without the supremacy or destruction of any. Here as else-
where in the West was a feudal organisation, but it was restricted and
subordinated to that of the State. Beside and above the barons were the
officials, paid and protected by the State, yet watched by the government

1  The beginning of the Indiction and of the year by the Greek reckoning, still
in use in Sicily.

2  See supra. Vol. v, Chapter rv.